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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Strawhecker to Lead Association of Fundraising   Professionals (AFP) Foundation in 2007
OMAHA, Neb. (March 7, 2007) – Paul J. Strawhecker, MPA, ACFRE, will lead the board of directors of the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Foundation for Philanthropy in 2007. 
Strawhecker is President and founder of Paul Strawhecker, Inc. (www.pjstraw.com), a leading fundraising consulting and resource development firm based in Omaha that works exclusively with nonprofit organizations. 
Strawhecker has more than 30 years experience working in fundraising consulting/development with a marketing, planning and public relations orientation. Before starting his own business in 1995, he was responsible for initiating the planned giving program at Girls and Boys Town (then Boys Town), which raised over $50 million. Prior to that, he oversaw the fundraising programs for a system of 75 hospitals and nursing homes at Lutheran Health System. He is a past president of AFP chapters in Nebraska, Michigan and North Dakota.
“I am excited about assuming the chair of the AFP Foundation and look forward to continuing the direction started under the able direction of Don Taylor,” said Strawhecker, a published author of several fundraising-focused texts and adjunct professor at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. 

Discussing priorities for 2007, Strawhecker stressed that the foundation must be a benchmark for organizational effectiveness and professional practice. 
“Obviously, our primary goal is to complement the association’s strategic plan through financial contributions and supporting mutually agreed upon projects and objectives,” Strawhecker said. “However, as the foundation for fundraising professionals, we must be the standard by which charities and fundraising are measured.”

Strawhecker identified three core groups of goals: managing resources, growing relationships and raising funds. Just a few of the goals include:

· Expanding fundraising efforts in support of AFP's strategic initiatives and the foundation's Annual Fund 

· Increasing grant making to AFP, AFP chapters and individual scholars and researchers 

· Creating collaborative partnerships beyond the foundation board to support the fundraising process
“I, along with the rest of the foundation leadership, look forward to growing our working relationship with the AFP association board and members to accomplish these initiatives,” Strawhecker said.

Foundation Board of Directors
Strawhecker is joined on the Executive Committee by:

· Chair-Elect: Don G. Rizzo, CFRE, vice president, institutional advancement, University of Hartford, West Hartford, Conn. 

· Immediate Past Chair: Don W. Taylor, CFRE, vice president and chief development officer, The Courage Center, Golden Valley, Minn. 

· Vice Chair, Fundraising: Janice Gow Pettey, CFRE, principal, J.G. Pettey & Associates, San Francisco, Calif. 

· Secretary/Treasurer: Gary L. Good, CFRE, managing director, Florida Grand Opera, Miami, Fla.
For more information, please contact Kari Kratky (kari@pjstraw.com) or Michael Watkins (mike@pjstraw.com) at 402-556-5785.
